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GENERAL DESCRIPTION 

This branch bank is located at the northeast corner of Square 432 
at the intersection of Seventh and D Streets, NW.    The thirty-two 
foot high limestone-clad building fully occupies its twenty-eight 
by one hundred foot site.    The two-story building is characterized 
by the use of restrained classical   detailing on its facade and in 
the main interior public space.    The narrow (east) facade faces 
Seventh Street and contains the entrance.    A three bay organiza- 
tion is evident in the upper story of the stone-clad facade.    On 
the ground floor the southern (left-hand) 
and the central and northern (right-hand) 
one large horizontal window.    The entry and window are each set 
within a frame consisting of two pilasters and an entablature 
recessed within the plane of the wall.    Wooden double-hung windows 
on the north facade and on the second story of the east facade are 
set into sharp-edged unornamented openings fitted with projecting 
stone sills.    One of the typical sixteen-inch stone courses, 
located one full  course beneath the second story windows, projects 
several   inches to form a wide,  caaiinuous string course^ Jhis 
carries a flush molding on the east facade and is plain on the 
north facade.    A small  shallow cornice caps both facades.    The 
west facade, which faces an alley (now park),  is of white-painted 
common bond brick; the south wa!4-4-s a party wall. 

The window placement on the north facade reflects the internal 
organization.    Four evenly spaced windows  in the eastern portion 
of the ground floor light the main banking hall.    Aligned above 
these, two clusters of three windows each correspond to upper 
floor offices.    In the western portion, two smaller windows 
correspond to a mezzanine level within.    A recess near the western 
end contains two simple wooden doors. 

Set just behind the pilasters in the entryway on the east facade 
are panelled wood double doors.    Behind these, aluminum-framed 
double doors are set into a door opening capped by a fluted wood- 
clad lintel and a transom window leaded with a fan pattern.    This 
east entry leads to a marble-clad vestibule.    The main banking 
hall, which is reached through a matching set of doors and 
window, also exhibits classical  details.    Pilasters on the north 
and south walls support paneled beams that cross the space.    Two 
similarly detailed piers on the west   of the space support a 
mezzanine level with paneled fascia.    Floors are terrazzo; 
pilasters, walls and wood panels are painted. 
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V- ARCHITECTURAL SIGNIFICANCE 

As the building now stands,  it neither contributes to nor detracts 
"";- significantly from the district.    Though smaller than most of its 

neighbors on Seventh Street between C and E Streets, its vertical 
windows and its scale-giving classical  details make it compatible 

r: with the surrounding buildings.    Its high quality materials and 
^ workmanship, excellent repair, and viable use are virtues.    The 

lofty main hall, with its white-painted classical  moldings, is 
P pleasant, though not distinguished.    On the other hand,  the over- 
ly all  exterior design is mediocre.    Though individual  details are 
L- classically derived, their combination is idiosyncrotic and often 

awkward.    An example is  the manner in which pilasters are recessed 
sideways into the openings in the east facade.    Also, the cornice 

;.-. seems too small  and the stringcourse too wide.    Finally, the north 
facade, as modified in 1954,  is an almost accidental result of the 

K: internal organization.     It does little to enliven the street or 
K add grace to the design. 

The building that houses the Seventh-and D Streets branch of-the 
Riggs National   Bank has a long history of use as a bank.    Originally 
constructed as  a four-story brick building before 1877,   (No 

.   Building Permit available),  it was altered in 1911   (Building Permit 
F #467,  7/25/1911) and again in 1954 -t&trilding Permit not available. 
[{; Probably #A-61289,  11/26/1954).    Prior to the 1911   alteration, the 

floor of the banking hall was higher, probably at the base of the 
p^ present interior pilasters.    A flight of stairs  led to it from an 
{": entry located at approximately the same location as the current 

entry.    Shops, accessible from D Street, were located beneath the 
f., banking hall.    The 1911  alteration lowered the banking floor.    The 
;■'" Seventh Street elevation was given a three-bay neoclassical  facade 
^ with a giant order of rusticated pilasters,  copper spandrel  panels, 

and a projecting central entry portico.    In 1954, the architect 
p Leon Chatelain, Jr. and the P-rescott Construction Company carried 
Z) out a major alteration.    The top two floors were removed and the 

rear (western)  section rebuilt.    The remaining brick facades were 
£:; faced in limestone.    The entry was moved to its original off- 
fe; center position, and the banking hall's round-arched windows on 

the D Street elevation were given square heads. 

H A noteworthy feature within the bank is a vault door, dating from 
» 1869, said to be the oldest in use in Washington. 
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3UILDING DOCUMENTATION 

RIGGS NATIONAL BANK 
318 SEVENTH STREET, NW 
(SW CORNER OF SEVENTH AND D STREETS) 

For documentation of individual buildings within Square 432, see: 

A Riggs National Bank, 7th and D Streets Office, 318 7th Street 

B 314-316 Seventh Street, NW (Morton's) 

C 312 Seventh Street,, NW (COMMERCIAL BUILDING) 

D 310 Seventh Street, NW (COMMERCIAL BUILDING) 

E Kann, S. and Sons, Market Space, between 7th and 8th Streets 
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HABS No. DC-494 

HABS No. DC-587 

HABS No. DC-365 
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This documentation was produced for mitigation purposes by the Pennsylvania 
Avenue Development Corporation. Additional documentation exists for Square 
4 32, within which this structure stands. For photographs, historical, and 
descriptive data on Square 432, see HABS No. DC-484. 
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EAST FACADE 
ENTRANCE 

*ydje 
EAST FACADE: 
DETAIL OF PILASTER CAPITAL 
AND ENTABLATURE 
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BANKING HALL:  LOOKING WEST 

BANKING HALL:  LOOKING EAST 
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BANKING HALL: DETAIL OF MEZZANINE 

BANKING HALL: DETAIL OF PILASTER CAPITAL AND PANELLED CEILING BEAM 
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BANKING HALL: 
ENTRANCE VESTIBULE 


